
CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS 
ORDINANCE NO. H-22-03 

 
 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS, PROVIDING THAT 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS, BE AMENDED BY 
AMENDING SECTION 33-29 CONCERNING PERMITS FOR TREE PLANTINGS, 
CARE, AND REMOVAL AS WELL AS SECTION 33-30 CONCERNING TREE 
PROTECTION.  
 
 THE CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS ORDAINS THAT THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF DEARBORN HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN, IS HEREBY 
AMENDED SUCH THAT SECTIONS 33-29 AND 33-30 ARE AMENDED TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS SUBJECT TO THE CODIFICATION DIRECTIVE STATED IN SECTION II 
OF THIS ORDINANCE: 
 
 
SECTION I. 
 

Sec. 33-29. - Permits for tree plantings, care, removal. 

(a) Generally. The public service administrator shall have control over all trees located within the 

streets, public rights-of-way and parks in the city and the planting, care and removal thereof, 

subject to the regulations contained in this chapter.  

(b) Healthy trees in City’s public right-of-way.  The owner of land abutting on any street or 

public right-of-way may, upon obtaining a permit from the administrator through the Department 

of Public Works pursuant to and in conformity with all requirements of Section 33-30, prune, 

spray, plant or remove one or more healthy trees in that part of the street or public right-of-way 

abutting his land and used for public travel, but no person shall otherwise prune, spray, plant or 

remove any tree in any street or park. Every such permit shall specifically state the extent of the 

authorization and the conditions to which it is subject. Where an owner of abutting property 

requests the removal of such a tree, the public service administrator shall approve the permit 

provided: 

i. The applicant agrees to pay all costs associated with the removal of the subject tree or trees and 

further agrees to indemnify and hold the City harmless from any claim or claims associated with 

the removal of the subject tree or trees.  As part of this condition, the administrator or the 

Department of Public Works may require the applicant or the applicant’s contractor to have or to 

obtain appropriate insurance protecting the City from any such claim.     

ii. The applicant has submitted an appropriate permit application and all information required for 

the issuance of the permit as more generally described in Section 33-30.   

iii. The applicant has met all of the requirements of Section 33-30(d)(1) through (6). 

(c) Dead, dying, or diseased trees in City’s public right-of-way.   The owner of land abutting on 

any street or public right-of-way may, upon obtaining a permit from the administrator through 

the Department of Public Works pursuant to Section 33-30, prune, spray, plant or remove one or 

more dead, dying, or diseased trees in that part of the street or public right-of-way abutting his 

land and used for public travel, but no person shall otherwise prune, spray, plant or remove any 

tree in any street or park. Every such permit shall specifically state the extent of the authorization 



and the conditions to which it is subject. Where an owner of abutting property requests the 

removal of such a tree, the public service administrator shall approve the permit provided: 

i. The administrator or the Department of Public Works is satisfied in his or its discretion that the 

subject tree or trees are dead, dying, or diseased and cannot or will not be otherwise healed or 

saved.  

ii. The applicant agrees to pay all costs associated with the removal of the subject tree or trees 

and further agrees to indemnify and hold the City harmless from any claim or claims associated 

with the removal of the subject tree or trees.  As part of this condition, the administrator or the 

Department of Public Works may require the applicant or the applicant’s contractor to have or to 

obtain appropriate insurance protecting the City from any such claim.     

iii. The applicant has submitted an appropriate permit application and all information required 

for the issuance of the permit as more generally described in Section 33-30.   

iv. The applicant has met all of the requirements of Section 33-30(d)(1) through (5).  

 

Sec. 33-30. - Tree protection. 

(a) Permit required. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided herein, no person shall remove a tree or trees or cause a tree to 

be removed in the City of Dearborn Heights without a tree permit issued by the public works 

department ("the department") in accordance with this section.  Except as otherwise specified in 

Section 33-29, the requirements of this Section 33-30 only apply to trees that (i) are not located 

within the streets, public rights-of-way, and/or parks in the City and (ii) are on non-City, publicly 

owned property or privately owned property in the City. 

(2) A tree permit shall be required for the following: 

i. The removal, relocation, or destruction of any tree, except as otherwise exempt under 

subsection (e). 

ii. The construction of any structure, the depositing of any materials, land clearing, grubbing, or 

grading within the drip line of any protected tree. 

(b) Permit application and review. 

(1) Where a tree permit is required, an application in a form approved by the public works 

department shall be filed with the public works department for review. The application shall be 

submitted together with all other documentation as required elsewhere under this section. 

(2) Where a site plan is required, the site plan shall be part of the review process. Site plan 

approval from the building department and planning commission shall precede issuance of a tree 

permit from the department of public works. The planning commission may require submission 

of a tree replacement plan for review in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

(3) When a site plan is not required, the public works department shall review the application 

and other documentation as required within fifteen (15) working days of the department 

receiving the application in acceptable form. 

(4) For purposes of administrative efficiency, the public works department may delegate to the 

building and engineering department the responsibility to review and approve tree permit 

applications and the other documentation provided in support of said applications. Any such 

delegation may be done in whole or in part. Whether done in whole or in part, any such 

delegation must be approved by the mayor before it can be done. 

(c) Tree survey and superimposed tree survey guidelines. 

(1) As part of the application process, the public works department in its discretion may require 

an applicant to provide a tree survey and/or a superimposed tree survey. 



(2) The purpose of the tree survey is to locate trees on site. The purpose of the superimposed tree 

survey is to evaluate the impact of development on the trees on site. 

(3) Any required tree survey shall be in a form acceptable to the public works department and 

shall bear the following information and details: 

i. Minimum scale of one (1) inch = fifty (50) feet. The scale shall be the same as the site plans. 

ii. The shape and dimensions of the lot or parcel. 

iii. The location of existing structures. 

iv. The existing grade at the base of each tree shall be indicated on the tree survey using contour 

lines at two-foot intervals or spot grades. 

v. All trees shall be tagged in the field with identifying numbers, using non-corrosive metal tags, 

and shown on the plan with the corresponding number, including trees within twenty-five (25) 

feet of property lines and trees affected by road improvements and/or off-site utility work. 

vi. The tree survey shall include a list of all trees on site with their corresponding tree inventory 

number and disposition. Indicate common name, botanical name, size, and condition. If this list 

is too extensive to fit on the plan and is in a separate book, a note so indicating shall be included 

on the plan. 

vii. Tree surveys are to be performed by a registered land surveyor following an actual field 

survey and must verified on site by a registered arborist or forester. Both professionals must 

verify the contents by seal or signature, whichever applies. 

viii. If the department of public works decides to require the provision of a tree survey, the 

requirement for a tree survey may be waived by the department of public works to the extent that 

an area is fifty (50) feet or more outside the construction zone. If waived, a statement indicating 

predominant species and estimated number and size of trees in this area will be required. The 

area to remain undisturbed shall be snow fenced prior to any activity. 

(4) The superimposed tree survey shall include all of the above information and shall bear the 

following additional information: 

i. Excluding single-family residential unit in a preliminary plan, the location of all proposed 

structures and improvements which shall require submission of a superimposed tree survey 

before issuance of a building permit, unless such submission is waived by the department 

pursuant to subsection (c)(6) below. No existing structures are to be shown. 

ii. All trees that are to be removed, to remain, or to be relocated shall be shown on the plan. 

iii. The total number of trees on site, the total number of trees to be removed, and the total 

number of replacement trees required to be planted on site shall be indicated on the plan in table 

form. 

iv. The proposed location of relocated trees shall be indicated on the plan, together with a 

statement as to how such trees are to be protected and/or stored during land clearance and 

construction and how they are to be maintained after construction. 

v. The proposed grade at the base of each tree shall be indicated, using contour lines at two-foot 

intervals or spot grades. 

vi. A statement showing how trees to remain are to be protected on a permanent basis, including 

the proposed use of tree wells, protective barriers, tunneling, or retaining walls, shall be included 

on the plan. 

vii. The location of protective wood snow fence or similar sturdy stock material staked with 

metal stakes ten (10) feet on center which will shield and protect trees, no closer than six (6) feet 

from the trunk or at the drip line, whichever is greater, of all such trees or groups of trees. 



viii. A statement indicating that trees to be removed shall be marked in the field with red paint or 

flags and inspected by the planning office prior to any trees being removed. 

(5) For tracts of land ten (10) acres or larger, any required tree survey and/or superimposed tree 

survey shall be submitted with an aerial photograph or copy thereof as suitable quality one (1) 

inch = one hundred (100) feet minimum, if required by the department. 

(6) The public works department may, in lieu of submission of the tree survey or superimposed 

tree survey, conduct an on-site examination prior to construction, or waive the provisions of 

subsections (c)(3) and (c)(4) above, in its discretion. 

(d) Issuance of tree permits. Permits for the removal of trees shall be issued by the department 

provided the following conditions are met: 

(1) No evidence exists that the issuance of the permit will jeopardize the property rights of others 

in the tree. 

(2) No evidence exists that the applicant, or the principal of the applicant if the applicant is an 

agent, lacks a sufficient property interest in the tree to remove it. 

(3) The removal of the tree can be effected without endangering either any other person or any 

other person's property. 

(4) The removal of the tree is to be effected by a licensed and insured tree remover. In lieu of this 

requirement, an applicant who is a natural person who is removing a tree from his or her own 

property may remove a tree himself or herself if he or she can satisfy the department that the 

need for a licensed and insured tree remover is unnecessary given the nature of the tree removal 

and the limited risk of danger to other persons and other property. 

(5) The required fee for the tree removal permit has been paid in full. The amount of said permit 

fee shall be set from time to time by resolution or motion of the city council. 

(6) The applicant has satisfied the city planning commission or the department that the applicant 

either has planned for the replacement or relocation of the tree or trees to be removed on-site, has 

planned for the replacement or relocation of the tree or trees to be removed off-site, or has paid 

in full the amount required to be paid into the city tree fund in lieu of tree replacement or 

relocation. To meet this requirement, the applicant must satisfy the guidelines set forth at 

subsection (d)(6), and any other requirements of this chapter. 

i. To be satisfactory, an applicant's plans for replacement or relocation of trees or for payment 

into the city tree fund in lieu of tree replacement or relocation must provide for the replacement 

or relocation of trees on a one-to-one basis. All replacement trees shall measure three-inch 

caliper for deciduous trees, ten-foot height for evergreen trees, or greater. 

ii. Meeting the requirements of this subsection (d)(6) with respect to tree replacement or 

relocation or payment into the city tree fund is a condition for the issuance of a permit. A person 

who obtains a permit but who fails to complete the actions necessary to completely effectuate a 

tree replacement or relocation plan shall be deemed to violate this article for each day that the 

tree replacement or relocation plan remains uncompleted after the date it was approved to be 

completed by the city planning commission or the department. If no such date had been approved 

or specified by either the city planning commission or the department, the tree replacement or 

relocation plan shall be completed within a reasonable time. In such a circumstance, the failure 

to completely effectuate a tree replacement or relocation plan within a reasonable time shall be 

deemed to violate this article for each day that the tree replacement or relocation plan remains 

uncompleted after the date that a reasonable time for its completion has elapsed. 

iii. Replacement trees shall have shade potential and other characteristics comparable to the trees 

to be removed and shall be State Department of Agriculture Nursery Grade No. 1 stock or better. 



Replacement trees shall be planted per specifications of the city planning commission or the 

department. 

iv. When landmark trees are to be removed, replacement trees shall be provided to a minimum of 

twenty-five (25) percent of DBH of the trees to be removed. Replacement trees, measured in 

DBH or calipers, shall be provided either individually or on a cumulative basis to meet the 

twenty-five (25) percent DBH requirement. 

v. Replaced or relocated trees shall not be located closer than four (4) feet to any property line or 

ten (10) feet to any utility line. 

vii. All trees relocated or replaced shall exhibit normal live growth cycle and shall comply with 

article X of the city zoning ordinance. 

(e) Exemptions. Trees may be totally exempt or partially exempt from the permit requirements of 

this section: 

(1) Total exemption. Any tree less than six (6) inches DBH is completely exempt from the 

permit requirements of this section. A person does not have to receive a permit or pay any permit 

fee pursuant to this section to remove such a tree. 

(2) Partial exemption for dead or diseased trees. Trees which are dead or diseased are partially 

exempt from the permit requirements of this section. A person seeking to remove such a dead or 

diseased tree must still obtain a permit pursuant to this section. However, no fee shall be required 

to obtain a permit to remove a dead or diseased tree. Plus, the person seeking to remove such a 

dead or diseased tree shall not be required to replace or relocate the dead or diseased tree or to 

pay into the city tree fund in lieu of tree replacement or relocation. In order for this partial 

exemption to apply, the person who seeks to remove such a tree or trees must i. obtain a written 

certification from a licensed and insured tree remover that the tree is or the trees are dead or 

diseased; ii. submit said written certification to the department together with the application for 

the permit prior to the tree or trees being removed; and iii. only remove a dead or diseased tree 

after receiving a permit to do so. 

(3) Partial exemption for tree removal outside of the site plan review process.  This partial 

exemption does not apply to a person who is otherwise required to participate in the process for 

site plan review or who needs a site plan amendment to remove trees.  When site plan review or 

amendment is not otherwise required of an applicant to remove a tree or trees, a person seeking 

to remove such a tree must still obtain a permit pursuant to this section.  However, the person 

seeking to remove the tree or trees shall not be required to replace or relocate the tree or trees or 

to pay into the city tree fund in lieu of tree replacement or relocation.  For this partial exemption 

to apply, the person who seeks to remove such a tree or trees must i. obtain a written certification 

from the City’s Department of Building and Engineering that site plan review or amendment is 

not otherwise required of the applicant for the applicant to remove the tree or trees and ii. submit 

said written certification to the administrator or the Department of Public Works together with 

the application for the permit prior to the tree or trees being removed.  This partial exemption 

shall apply to an application for a permit and the department shall issue the permit provided the 

foregoing requirements set forth in this paragraph (3) have been met and all of the requirements 

of Section 33-30(d)(1) through (5) have also been met. 

(f) Emergency tree removal. When it is necessary to expedite the removal of damaged or 

destroyed trees in the interest of public safety, health, and general welfare following high winds, 

storms, tornadoes, floods, freezes, fire or other natural or manmade disasters, the requirements of 

this section may be suspended by the department for a period for this thirty (30) days in the 

affected areas. 



(g) Inspections/stop work orders. 

(1) Inspections. The applicant shall allow city representatives to enter and inspect the premises at 

any reasonable time, and failure to allow inspection shall constitute a violation of this article. 

(2) Stop work; withholding certificate of occupancy. The department of public works or the 

building department may issue a stop work order or withhold issuance of a certificate of 

occupancy, permits or inspections if this article is being violated and/or until the provisions of 

this article, including any conditions attached to a tree removal permit, have been fully met. 

(h) Landmark trees. The following is a list, according to common name, species, and DBH, of 

landmark trees: 

(1) The listed DBH for the landmark trees represent the minimum size protected for each species. 

(2) The landmark trees herein listed are prevalent in the City of Dearborn Heights and in the 

surrounding area. 

(3) Landmark tree list: 

i. All trees twenty-four (24) inches DBH or greater are considered landmark trees. 

ii. The following trees also shall be considered landmark trees. 

[The table that was previously codified as part of Section 33-30(h)(3)(ii) is unchanged and is 

incorporated herein by reference as it was in the prior version of this Section 33-30(h)(3)(ii).] 

 
SECTION II. 
 

CODIFICATION DIRECTIVE 
 

 The table that was previously codified as part of Section 33-30(h)(3)(ii) is 
unchanged and is incorporated therein by reference.  This table is to be included in the 
version of this Ordinance that is published by the City.  This table is also to be included 
in the version of this Ordinance published online by Municode. 
 
 
SECTION III. 
 

REPEAL 
 

 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 
only to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect. 
 
SECTION IV. 
 

SEVERABILITY 
 

 Should any section, subsection, clause, or phrase of this ordinance be declared 
by the courts to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole or any part thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid. 
 
SECTION V. 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE 



 
This ordinance shall become effective upon publication as provided by law.  

. 
 
SECTION VI. 
 

AUTHENTICATION 
 

 This is to certify that the undersigned do hereby authenticate the foregoing 
record of the ordinance herein set forth. 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      BILL BAZZI, Mayor 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      LYNNE M. SENIA, City Clerk  
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of this ordinance 
adopted by the Council for the City of Dearborn Heights at a regular meeting of the 
Council held on the 9th day of August, 2022, and became effective by publication in the 
official newspaper of the City of Dearborn Heights and/or by publication as otherwise 
permitted by the City Charter on the 11th day of August, 2022. 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      LYNNE M. SENIA, City Clerk 
 
Publication Date: August 11, 2022. 
 


